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The COVID-19 pandemic has re-emphasized how important 
plastics are to everyday life. Medical equipment proved to be a 
lifesaver and played a pivotal role in protecting frontline workers 
during the pandemic. However, the manner in which their disposal 
is handled poses a serious environmental challenge and calls for a 
shift from the existing linear take-make-dispose model towards a 
closed loop model, focused on reusability and recycling.

Introduction 
The 11th edition of the GPCA Plastics Conference took place on 
25-26 May 2022 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia for the first time and 
under the theme “Plastics Reimagined – A Circular Future Awaits”. 
The conference attracted senior industry leaders from the entire 
polymer value chain to share learnings, challenges, and innovative 
strategies in promoting a circular economy for plastics through 
collaboration.
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Speakers
A senior speaker line-up made the conference an ideal platform 
for delegates to update their knowledge on the latest circular 
economy and plastics trends. From senior leaders at GCC chemical 

production companies, to heads of recycling firms, technology 
providers and value chain partners, the variety and quality of 
speakers were simply unmatched. 

Nadia Al Hajji
Deputy Chief Executive 

Officer Projects & Business 
Development, PIC and 

Vice-Chair, Plastics 
Committee, GPCA

Mutlaq Al- Morished
CEO, 

TASNEE

Naser Aldousari
CEO, EQUATE and 
Chairman, Plastics 
Committee, GPCA

Marwan Frem
President, 

Napco National

Eng. Bodour Al-Meer
Sustainability Director, 

Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy, Qatar

Dr. Abdulwahab 
Al-Sadoun

Secretary General, 
GPCA

Mark Vester
Global Leader, Circular 

Economy, SABIC

Ronald Richa
General Manager, 

Veolia

Tim Stedman
CEO, Agilyx

Nicholas Kolesch
Vice President of 

Projects, Alliance to 
End Plastic Waste 

(AEPW)

Sarah Rae
VP Olefins and 

Derivatives, 
Argus Media

Mundhar Al Rawahi
Technical Director 
(Ladayn Park), OQ

Stewart Harris
Senior Director, Global 
Plastics Policy, Plastics 

Division, American 
Chemistry Council

Jonny Goyal
Director – Technology & 

Infrastructure, 
Circular Plastic Services, 

IHS Markit

Raghvendra Singh
Head, Regional 

Marketing, Packaging, 
MEA, Borouge
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Helen McGeough
Senior Analyst & 

Global Analyst Team 
Lead, Plastic Recycling, 
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Dr. Przemek Olszynski
Senior Technology and 
Business Development 
Manager, KBR Plastics 
Recycling Technology

Prashant Kurani
Global Packaging 

Director - Skin Care 
and R&D Director for 
NAMET, Skin Care, 

Unilever

Dirk Lechtenberg
Managing Director and 

Founder, 
MVW Lechtenberg & 

Partner

Majed Al-Osailan
Vice Chairman, 

Green Solutions Co for 
Environmental Services

Abdennour El Mosor
Operations Director 
EMEA-South, Greif

Ali Hashim
Founder, 

3P Gulf Group

Abhay Bhargava
Vice President - Energy 
& Environment – MEA-

SA, Frost & Sullivan

Pratyush 
Bandyopadhyay

Head, Circular Economy 
Solutions, Borouge

David Swan
General Manager, 
Precision Plastic 
Products Co. LLC

John Lefas
Founder, 

Ingenia Polymers

Nawaf Albasri 
Global Market 

Development Research 
Engineer, SABIC

Emcee
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Conference partners
Principal sponsor

Diamond sponsor Platinum sponsor

Delegate bag sponsor Stationery sponsor Conference app and branded 
 mobile charging units Lanyard sponsor

Thank you to our sponsors

Thank you to our exhibitors
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Program at a glance

The development of ‘circular’ polymers with recycled plastic 
content, investing in advanced recycling facilities as well as the 
announcement of key regional initiatives focused on sustainability 
demonstrate significant progress by the GCC polymer industry 
and the region’s leadership to adopt the circular economy. 
However, more work lies ahead. This was the overarching 
message by speakers at the 11th GPCA Plastics Conference who 
presented on a variety of topics and issues related to plastics 
circularity, collaboration, tehcnologies and recycling. 

According to speakers, less than 10% of the plastics produced 
globally are ever recycled due to the diversity and variability of 
plastics waste, contamination, gaps in the existing infrastructure, 
and new demands of advanced recycling. An effective strategic 
response must be designed to address these issues and prevent 
over USD 120 billion from being lost through plastic waste 
annually, experts said. 

On day one delegates heard from esteemed industry leaders 
including Naser Aldousari, CEO, EQUATE, and Chair of the GPCA 
Plastics Committee, who delivered the welcome address; Mutlaq 
Al-Morished, CEO, TASNEE; Marwan Frem, President, Napco 
National; and Eng. Bodour Mohammed Al-Meer, Sustainability 
Director, Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy, Qatar.

Executive Panel: Plastics and the Petrochemicals 
industry – The engine to drive Saudi Vision 2030  

As part of an executive panel on day one, Mutlaq Al-Morished, 
CEO, TASNEE, and Marwan Frem, President, Napco National, 
discussed plastics and the petrochemical industry and their role 
in driving Saudi Vision 2030. The petrochemical sector takes a 
vital place in the kingdom’s vision, with the country’s leadership 
vowing to invest in the development of adjacent and supporting 
sectors by utilizing Saudi Arabia’s global leadership and expertise 
in petrochemicals. The Vision’s focus on economic diversification, 
job creation, sustainability, innovation and industry excellence are 
further supported by the petrochemical sector.

To discuss the opportunities and trends in meeting the Vision’s 
objectives, the executive panel at the conference brought together 
the leaders at the helm at Saudi Arabia’s top petrochemical 
producer and one of the biggest converters in the country. In an 
engaging conversation in front of hundreds of delegates in the 
audience, Al-Morished and Frem discussed plastics circularity 
and the role of the regulatory framework to advance it. Both 
agreed that the industry requires robust support from all key 
stakeholders, including regulators, brand owners, converters, 
recycling companies and even consumers. Addressing the long-
term environmental challenges posing a threat to the environment 
and humanity today will require embedding circularity at the heart 
of everyday products that enhance our quality of life. There is no 
other material more versatile and efficient than plastic currently 
and society and industry must work together to maximize its 
full potential for a better tomorrow not just for Saudi Arabia, but 
beyond the region’s borders too. 
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Plenary Address: The FIFA World Cup story – Best 
practices of waste management

Eng. Bodour Al Meer, Sustainability Director, Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy, Qatar, unveiled some of the best practices 
that Qatar has adopted to organize a net zero FIFA World Cup. 
The tournament’s 2022 Sustainability Strategy provides an 
immense opportunity to boost environmental sustainability in 
Qatar and across the region, while supporting the objectives 
of both Qatar National Vision 2030 and the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals, Al Meer told delegates in the 
morning on day one. With preparations starting over a decade 
ago, the organizers spent the last 12 years planning, building and 
testing their operations to ensure the event's success. 

Al Meer highlighted the vital role petrochemicals and chemicals 
play in the delivery of mega-events along with the challenges 
they pose. The industry can influence sustainable practices by 
encouraging fans, sponsors and other stakeholders to act, she 
added. She then went on to share a number of success stories 
during recent sporting events in Qatar, including the FIFA Arab 
Cup, where tournament organizers ran special projects to reduce 
waste — particularly single-use plastics. During the tournament, 
zero waste was sent to landfill, while 70% of waste from Al Bayt 
Stadium was successfully recycled.

Panel discussion: Addressing the plastics waste 
challenge: Is circularity the answer?

Following the exhibition inauguration, delegates returned to the 
conference room for the next panel discussion of the day. Ronald 
Richa, General Manager, Veolia, Nicholas Kolesch, Vice President 
of Projects, Alliance to End Plastic Waste (AEPW), and Mark 
Vester, Global Leader, Circular Economy, SABIC, engaged in a 
powerful conversation about the role of plastics circularity as one 
of the solutions to the plastic waste challenge. How do you build 
a circular economy through innovation and collaboration? How 
do you think global, while delivering locally to address the plastics 
waste issue? What are the projects and initiatives adopted to 
improve recycling infrastructure? These are some of the questions 
that were discussed by the speakers on the panel. Moderating 
this panel session was Mundhar Al Rawahi, Technical Director 
(Ladayn Park), OQ.

Global regulatory updates and their impact on the 
regional plastics industry

Stewart Harris, Senior Director of Global Plastics Policy, American 
Chemistry Council, shared the latest updates in global policies 
and regulations, affecting the industry. As part of the fifth 
session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-
5.2) which was held earlier this year, stakeholders agreed to 
develop an internationally legally binding agreement to address 
plastics pollution, particularly in the marine environment, he told 
delegates. They further stipulated the need for flexibility and 
adopting multiple approaches to address the full lifecycle of 
plastics. Governments are best positioned to understand national 
circumstances, the Assembly agreed. Therefore, calling out a wide 
range of approaches, sustainable alternatives and technologies 
will be of paramount importance.  

In another key regulatory development, the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) has focused its efforts on addressing pellet 
loss at sea. Several proposals have been made to classify plastic 
resin as dangerous goods for maritime transport. The shipping 
industry supported the classification change, while the plastics 
industry and Dangerous Goods Advisory Council pushed back. 
Since no consensus was reached, a Correspondence Group was 
formed to develop a solution by April 2023. 

Governments are feeling the pressure to act on maritime plastic 
waste, which is creating a momentum to classify plastic resin 
as dangerous goods, according to Harris. NGOs see this as an 
opportunity to further restrict the plastic industry’s license to 
operate. Voluntary measures such as Operation Clean Sweep has 
been deemed insufficient and calls have been made to introduce 
a more effective industry alternative. Some governments 
recognize that dangerous goods classification does not solve the 
issue. This means that an opportunity exists for the IMO to adopt 
mandatory requirements for pellet shipments, yet not require 
dangerous goods classification. What is also needed is to review 
the packaging formats to determine if improvements can be 
made, Harris concluded.
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Session 1: Plastics innovations from the regional and 
global environment

The race to develop commercially viable chemical recycling 
technology has been underway for some time now, according 
to Jonny Goyal, Director – Technology & Infrastructure, Circular 
Plastic Services, IHS Markit. Chemical and plastic producers 
are forming partnerships to pursue projects with technology 
developers. However, current commitments have fallen short of 
making a real impact in the last decade. Mechanical recycling has 
the lowest carbon emissions. It requires little energy, therefore the 
recycled pellets generated have a low carbon footprint. On the 
other hand, the chemical recycling of mixed plastics via pyrolysis 
is energy intensive and has higher emissions compared to virgin 
production from hydrocarbon feedstock. 

Dirk Lechtenberg, Managing Director and Founder, MVW 
Lechtenberg & Partner, and Majed Al-Osailan, Vice Chairman, 
Green Solutions Co. for Environmental Services, reminded 
delegates that the  process of treating mixed plastic wastes 
effectively can be particularly challenging. This is due to the 
different types of plastics that necessitate multiple segregation 
and classification processes and different means of treatment, 
they told delegates. Therefore, each type of plastics, paper and 
cardboard, or textiles must be identified to have an efficient 
separation. Unique AI technology can help to achieve this, but it 
comes with a high investment cost. 

In Saudi Arabia, steps are being taken to address plastic waste. 
In collaboration with investors from the Kingdom, MVW has 
establish its subsidiary in KSA with the objective of promoting and 
accelerating the development of a best-in-class integrated waste 
management model and knowledge transfer. The model involves 
a study for the development of alternative fuel and energy. It also 
explores the industrial treatment of waste tires from landfill to turn 
them into tires-derived fuels. As a result, Saudi Arabia has treated 
1.5 million tires, 25,000 tons of industrial waste and 18,000 tons of 
Refused Derived Fuels (RDF) in the last years. 

Day 2 

Nadia Al Hajji, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Projects and 
Business Development, PIC, and Vice–Chair, GPCA Plastics 
Committee, welcomed delegates on day two, highlighting the 
importance of value chain collaboration to address the challenges 
facing the industry. 

In his keynote address on day two, Tim Stedman, CEO, Agilyx, 
began by telling the audience that half of plastics today are 
designed for single use, with 1 million plastic bottles being 
purchased every minute globally and 5 tons of plastic bags being 
used every year. Unsurprisingly, the world produces 400 million 
tons of plastic waste annually. Some of the current challenges 
with plastic recycling at a large scale are associated with the 
complexity of plastic; the diversity and variability of plastic waste; 
the contamination of waste streams; a lack of established supply 
chains; existing infrastructure constraining change; and new 
demands of advanced recycling. 

The current recycling industry is not developed well enough 
to convert waste plastics to a broad set of recycled products. 
Nevertheless, the opportunity to revolutionize plastic recycling 
is enormous. According to McKinsey & Company, advanced 
recycling could grow to 20 to 40 million tons, or 4 to 8% of 
the total plastic supply by 2030. However, it would require a 
significant investment of more than USD 40 billion. A future 
where plastic waste recycling increases from 10% to 90% would 
require the development of and investments in education centres, 
cooperation at a municipal and corporate level, as well as various 
incentive programs, Stedman concluded. 

Staying one step ahead – Synergy between 
converters and brand owners to attain customer-
centricity  

In a diverse panel with representatives from across the plastic 
value chain, industry experts Prashant Kurani, Global Packaging 
Director – Skin Care and R&D Director for NAMET, Skin Care at 
Unilever; Abdennour El Mosor, Operations Director EMEA-South 
at Greif; Ali Hashim, Founder of 3P Gulf Group; and John Lefas, 
Founder of Ingenia Polymers, came together to discuss how 
customer centricity can be attained through collaboration. They 
provided answers to key questions including, ‘how do you solve 
the toughest challenges with new innovations? what is the role of 
collaboration in meeting customers’ demands; how sustainability 
trends impact brand owners and what they mean for converters; 
as well as what are the opportunities and potential of intelligent 
and smart packaging?  
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GPCA Leaders of Tomorrow 

The conference also hosted the 16th edition of the GPCA Leaders 
of Tomorrow (LoT) program on day one, 25 May. LoT is an 
initiative led by GPCA together with its members that aims to 
bridge the gap between academia and the industry and promote 
STEM education. Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Sadoun, Secretary General, 
GPCA, welcomed the young students and gave the stage to the 
first keynote of the day. With over 50 students participating in 
the seminar and sponsored by GPCA member companies, for 
the first time the program was led by the GPCA Youth Council 
members. Nadia Al Hajji, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Projects 
and Business Development, PIC, and Vice–Chair, GPCA Plastics 
Committee, delivered the keynote presentation on the role of 
youth in creating a foundation towards a sustainable future. With 
the region’s youth being the agents of change, today’s yong 
generation can be a force for good when it comes to creating a 
sustainable future. Al Hajji delivered an inspirational speech that 
not only highlighted the role of the youth in our future, but also 
gave insights firsthand as to how each and every individual can 
contribute towards improving the lives of people and the health of 
our planet.

In the second keynote of the day, Dr. Bedour Essam Al-Sabban, 
Lead Scientist, SABIC, provided LoT participants with invaluable 

advice on how they can jumpstart their career in the chemical 
industry, one of the most dynamic and full of opportunities 
sectors in the region. Dr. Al-Sabban began by sharing her own 
career path, from embarking on her studies, through pursuing 
a role in academia to moving on to join SABIC and enrolling on 
a PhD degree, all while navigating the challenges and joys of 
motherhood. Students then learned about the type of jobs in the 
chemical industry as well as the required skills in the field. They 
even gained practical tips on how to apply for a job. 

In the second half of the day Niam Sinno, Head of People and 
Change Advisory, KPMG, led a workshop on applied behavioral 
economics and its impact on moving towards plastics circularity. 
She explained what the challenges and complexity are in enacting 
a behavioral change in plastic waste disposal and how each and 
every member of society can make a difference and influence one 
another for a positive change. 

On day 2 of the 16th edition of Leaders of Tomorrow, the 
students had the opportunity to visit the renowned SABIC Plastic 
Applications Development Center in Riyadh, a state-of-the-art 
facility for the development of new plastic applications and well 
worth a visit for students considering a career in our industry.

Supporting partners
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Conference publications

The Plastic Conversion Opportunity in the GCC: 
Moulding a Sustainable Future

To shed light on the topic, GPCA released a new report for 
members entitled ‘The Plastic Conversion Opportunity in 
the GCC: Moulding a Sustainable Future Towards a Plastics 
Circular Economy’. According to the report, the GCC industrial 
development is at a turning point as governments seek to diversify 
economies to meet the aspirations of future generations. Much of 
the efforts across the region are focused on creating and capturing 
value from product exports and stimulating the development of 
downstream industries, including the plastic conversion industry. 
Key enablers for the development of the sector in the region 
include workforce availability, technology acquisitions, acquisitions 
of polymer converters, government support and policies, and 
joint ventures with polymer converters among others. Offering a 
comprehensive view into the profile of the GCC polymer industry 
as well as the plastic conversion industry, the report highlights 
the challenges in developing the GCC plastic conversion sector 
alongside the necessary steps for its success. A must read 
for investors and market players of all size, it concludes by 
focusing on the opportunities to build a circular economy and its 
relationship with plastic conversion. 

On the last day of the conference, 26 May, the 16th edition of the 
Leaders of Tomorrow program concluded with a site visit to the 
SABIC Plastic Applications Development Center – another great 
opportunity to meet the students with a real-life experience of 
what it’s like to work in the plastics industry and contribute to the 
development of new solutions and innovations making a positive 
impact on our lives. 

GPCA Insight 

GPCA’s quarterly publication Insight is the go-to source for the 
latest news and analysis from GPCA and its member companies. 
In this issue, we turn our focus to an array of fast-moving issues 
impacting the chemical and petrochemical markets today. We 
provide a preview of this year’s Supply Chain Conference and 
GPCA Plastics Conference, held respectively on 17-19 May in 
Dubai and 25-26 May in Riyadh. We announce the new dates and 
location for the 16th Annual GPCA Forum which will take place on 
13-15 December in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia under the theme ‘From 
Purpose to Action: Shaping a Sustainable Future with Chemicals’. 
A must-read interview with Eng. Abdullah Saif Al-Saadoon, CEO, 
Sipchem, reveals the company’s plans for expansion and new 
M&As. In another important conversation, Christopher Cook, 
Managing Director – UAE, Oman, Qatar, Maersk, sheds light on 
the challenges and lessons learned from the container shipping 
crisis and shares his view on the “new normal” for the shipping 
industry moving forward.
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#GPCAPlastics Conference on 
social media 
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137,000+
IMPRESSIONS

50+
POSTS

20,000+
ENGAGEMENT

17,000+
CLICKS

14 | 11th GPCA Plastics Conference www.gpcaplastics.com



PLASTICS REIMAGINED: 
A CIRCULAR FUTURE AWAITS

25-26 May 2022 | Fairmont Hotel,
 Riyadh, KSA

Conference in the news
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Conference videos
11th GPCA Plastics Conference 
curtain raiser video
The curtain raiser video set the stage on day one with delegates 
hearing about the latest trends and developments in the plastics 
industry in the region and globally. The video was inspiring yet 
poignant as it highlighted the plastic waste challenge facing humanity 
today. It also demonstrated the opportunity ahead to create a whole 
new economy where plastic never becomes waste.

Æ www.youtube.com/watch?v=9I96-kwffJk&t=5s

Official event highlights video 
With its first edition taking place in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the 
conference was a unique success, presenting delegates with 
an opportunity to network, meet familiar faces and build new 
connections. The official event highlights video captured the 
lively atmosphere which saw hundreds of attendees expand their 
knowledge, share insights and network with one another for the first 
time in the Kingdom’s capital. 

Æ www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yUQTXh_7lQ&list=PLcHm3jTbd04k
y2uAMltieFFn-oS_kMWzQ&index=1

Mobile 
app 441

Total number of registered users 

171
Total number of users who 

logged in 
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Overall experience at 
the event

Quality of conference 
speakers

Primary goal in attending 
the conference

Quality of the 
conference agenda

Quality of curtain 
raiser video

Networking 
opportunities on site

Conference sessions 
and topics
Finding solutions to 
your problems
Meeting existing 
clients

Networking with new 
prospects and leads

2

22
15

1

Average

Excellent
Good
Needs
improvement

14

2
5

19

2

21
15

2 Average
Excellent
Good
Needs
improvement

4

25

10

1

Average
Excellent
Good
Needs
improvement

3

24

12

1

Average
Excellent

Good
Needs
improvement

2

20
17

1
Average
Excellent
Good
Needs
improvement

1711th GPCA Plastics Conference |www.gpcaplastics.com



The Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) represents the downstream hydrocarbon 
industry in the Arabian Gulf. Established in 2006, the association voices the common interests of more than 
250 member companies from the chemical and allied industries, accounting for over 95% of chemical output in 
the Gulf region. The industry makes up the second largest manufacturing sector in the region, producing over 
USD 108 billion worth of products a year.

The association supports the region’s petrochemical and chemical industry through advocacy, networking 
and thought leadership initiatives that help member companies to connect, to share and advance knowledge, 
to contribute to international dialogue, and to become prime influencers in shaping the future of the global 
petrochemicals industry.

Committed to providing a regional platform for stakeholders from across the industry, the GPCA manages six 
working committees - Plastics, Supply Chain, Fertilizers (now known as Agri-nutrients), International Trade, 
Research and Innovation, and Responsible Care - and organizes five world-class events each year. The 
association also publishes an annual report, regular newsletters and reports.

For more information, please visit www.gpca.org.ae

Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) 
P.O. Box 123055 
1601, 1602
Vision Tower, Business Bay
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
T +971 4 451 0666
F +971 4 451 0777
Email: info@gpca.org.ae


