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PlastiCon is an annual GPCA event that caters to the plastics 
segment of the petrochemical industry. The conference provides 
up-to-date views, analysis and discussions on the regional and 
global plastics conversion industry including detailed information 
on specific trending topics. Held under the theme: ‘GCC 
polymer value chain: Creating future leverage’, the 8th edition of 

About GPCA PlastiCon
PlastiCon discussed what impact the market supply push will 
have on regional thermoplastic processors and the opportunities 
that lie ahead for global and regional investment. In addition, 
the event provided in-depth insight into the future sustainability 
plans of GCC plastics converters and the steps that need to be 
taken to achieve important business goals.
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“The whole regional industry under one roof 
sharing, listening and growing together – this is 
something unique that makes the conference 
noteworthy.”

Dr. Mohammad Al Mulla, Managing Director and CEO, 
QAPCO, and Chairman, Plastics Committee, GPCA

8th GPCA Plasticon | 5



The fall of crude oil prices since mid-2014 has had a profound 
impact on the petrochemical and polymer markets in the 
GCC and globally. Investment has slowed down not just in the 
Middle East, but in other affected geographies, and shifts in 
the industry’s competitiveness have tipped the scale in favor 
of naphtha compared to other feedstocks. In addition, strong 
polyolefins markets and low feedstock prices have seen value 
move from olefins to polyolefins. 

The oil price fall has further shifted the industry’s 
competitiveness, narrowing petrochemicals feedstock spreads. 
Naphtha cracking has regained some competitiveness 
versus lighter feedstocks, with shifts in cracker feedstock 
slates having serious implications for downstream markets. 
Global petrochemical profitability has improved, particularly in 
Europe, whereas in the Middle East low oil prices have eroded 
the region’s feedstock advantage. Growth has been further 
restricted by shortage of natural gas. This declining competitive 

position was off-set by mixed feeds, integration, scale and 
higher value products. In Saudi Arabia and the US low ethane 
prices have boosted producers’ competitiveness.

Over the last decade, the GCC polymer industry witnessed 
continuous growth and improvement in both volume and 
value, reaping the benefits of long-term investments to expand 
the regional capabilities and diversify its portfolio into more 
sophisticated value added products. Potential challenges 
moving forward will include feedstock availability and prices, 
low crude oil and product prices, fluctuations and market 
uncertainty. Furthermore, growing competition particularly in 
North America and China, which is increasingly moving towards 
self-sufficiency, will present another major challenge. In this 
context, the GCC will need to look for new markets, while 
also developing the local converters sector. New opportunities 
in India and Africa might be well worth exploring, while also 
stimulating positive demand growth within the region.   

Executive summary 
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This year’s GPCA PlastiCon attracted over 200 delegates from 
more than 70 global and regional companies in 19 countries. 
Of these, 25 were representing the converter’s sector, with 

speakers presenting on key industry topics including plastic 
packaging and processing, sustainability, export and innovation. 

The conference in 
numbers

Attendees

222

19 19
2572

Companies

Countries Speakers

Converters

“The 8th GPCA PlastiCon has been an 
enlightening experience, offering a great platform 
to share best practice, lessons learned and 
contacts to overcome future challenges.”

Abdullah Mohammed Ramadan, Elastomer and Tire 
Technology Engineer, High Institute for Elastomer 
Industries
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Speakers

Dr. Mohammed 
Yousef Al-Mulla

MD and CEO, QAPCO  
and Chairman Plastics 

Committee, GPCA  

MOHAMMAD HUSAIN
President and CEO, EQUATE  

Dr. Raed Al-Zubi
International President, SPE

David Lines
Principal, Energy and 

Chemicals Consulting – 
Europe, Africa and the 
Middle East, Nexant

Mark 
Lindenfelzer

President, MuCell Extrusion 

Dr. Ulrich Reiners
CEO and Founder, Executive 

Packaging  

Roberto Ribeiro
President, Townsend 

Solutions  

Klaus Gargitter
Owner, Gargitter Advanced 

Polymers

A total of 19 world-class speakers and industry experts from 
the regional and global polymer industry took part in the 
conference program, each giving their perspective on the 
current and forecasted polymer processing industry challenges 

and opportunities. Amongst these were: Dr Mohammed Al 
Mulla, MD and CEO, QAPCO and Chairman of the GPCA 
Plastics Committee, Mohammad Husain, President and CEO, 
EQUATE and Dr. Raed Al Zubi, International President, SPE.
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Abdulnizar 
Kakkuzhi

Senior Engineer, Market 
Development and Technical 

Support, SABIC

Ramzi Qannati
Regional Commercial 

Manager - Dow 
Elastomers, Electrical and 

Telecommunications, 
The Dow Chemical Company

Abdullah 
Mohammed 

Ramadan
Elastomer and Tire 

Technology Engineer, High 
Institute for Elastomer 

Industries    

Craig Halgreen
VP - Corporate Sustainability, 

Borouge  

Daker El Rabaya
MD – Waste Recovery and 

Processing, Bee’ah   

Theo Jan Simons
Partner, McKinsey & 
Company, Leader of 

Petrochemicals Practice  

Dr. Raed Bkayrat 
VP, Business Development, 

Middle East and Saudi 
Arabia, First Solar  

Tilman F. Ehret
CEO, Astra Polymers  

Mirza Kadic
Business Development 

Director, Chemorbis (HQ)

Hisham Alfouzan 
Lead Engineer, SABIC

Enrico Balugani
Technical Manager, QPPC 

“PlastiCon is a high quality conference with 
exceptional speakers who bring thought challenging 
presentations and ideas for everyone who attends.”

Dr. Raed Al-Zubi, International President, SPE
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GCC polymer value 
chain: Creating future 
leverage

The event opened with a keynote address from Dr. Mohammed 
Al-Mulla, MD and CEO, QAPCO and Chairman of the GPCA 
Plastics Committee. Dr. Al-Mulla paved the way for the theme 
of the conference by highlighting the industry’s resilience 
in the face of market challenges. But with the low oil price 
environment set to continue, regional producers must evolve 
their strategies towards more specialties and more efficient 
performance to prove successful in the future. With all this in 
mind, the industry also needs to support the development of 
the GCC plastics processing industries to diversify into more 
areas for sustainability. The GCC polymer industry expanded by 
5% in 2016, reaching 27.1 million tons. In parallel with this, the 
region witnessed an increase in regional consumption signaling 
a growing domestic market for made in the GCC products. 
The highest growth in consumption was posted in Qatar, which 
grew at a CAGR of almost 14% over the last decade.

This region was the fastest growing market globally between 
2008 and 2016, and had the second highest market share 
gain, after China, during the same period. However, for the 
GCC to safeguard its place on the world map, it will need 
to ensure its competitiveness among rival global producers, 
optimize existing market networks and leverage its strategic 
geographic location to explore new export opportunities. The 
focus today would remain on producing differentiated high 

value solutions that meet complex market challenges and 
needs, Al-Mulla said.

Mohammad Husain, President and CEO of EQUATE, raised 
many questions for the industry on what lies ahead; how GCC 
leaders can deal with the pressures to change and where these 
changes need to be successful. Husain went on to highlight 
some of the mega trends shaping the future for the GCC 
plastics industry, urbanization being one of them. By 2020, Gulf 
cities will host 85% of the estimated 45 million population, he 
told the audience. With climate change becoming a reality for 
our world to contend with, incorporating climate into the GCC 
states’ long-term planning will be critical to reduce the risk 
of inefficient budget allocation, minimize the risk of additional 
burden or overlapping, and avoid conflicting strategies. 

The global target to increase access to affordable, reliable and 
sustainable energy, and raise the share of renewable energy 
globally will further impact the industry, creating new challenges 
and opportunities for those ready to take advantage. Within the 
region, solar energy is already being developed, and numerous 
resources and efforts are being put into assessing the feasibility 
of safe and peaceful nuclear energy program, particularly 
in the UAE. Within the GCC strong indicators such as high 
population growth, rapid demand growth, improvements in 
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Commenting on the findings of the GCC Converter Sector 
Competitiveness Survey, Al Zuby reemphasized the role 
of market size in supporting the strength and growth of 
economies and their sub-components such as plastics 
conversion. He further suggested that GCC countries need 
to address the structural issues that are limiting the converter 
sector of being competitive or having a competitive advantage. 

life expectancy, higher health risk factors and major private 
sectors and hospitals offer some promising prospects for 
the rapidly growing healthcare sector in the region. Water 
shortage could also have some serious ramifications, with GCC 
countries estimated to suffer from a huge 20 billion cubic meter 
deficit due to many critical factors. And finally, innovation and 
technology advancement is on track to redefine the world the 
way we know it. While the GCC has many success stories to 
showcase to the world, it needs to do more to create home 
grown high-tech industries and develop locally manufactured 
technologies.

Dr. Raed Al Zubi, International President, SPE, presented 
a study on the world competitiveness ranking for the GCC 
countries, highlighting that the UAE is the highest with a ranking 
of 16. According to Al Zubi, economies in the region are 
competitive, with five of six scoring 50 and higher on the index. 
Going forward, GCC governments have put in place initiatives 
to improve the ease of doing business in their country, with 
Saudi Arabia looking to move from its 29th ranking currently to 
10th by 2030 as part of its National Vision. Based on the index’s 
findings, Al Zubi further highlighted that monetary stimulus is not 
enough to reignite growth if economies are not competitive. An 
increasingly important element of competitiveness is creating 
an enabling environment for innovation where openness and 
economic integration will be key.

Focused on assessing the overall competitiveness sentiment 
among converters, market size impact, and level of innovation 
activity, the survey conducted by GPCA targeted major 
convertors in the GCC with 85% of respondents having 

100 employees and higher and all major plastics 
manufacturing processors represented in the survey. 45% 
of respondents said that overall market performance in 
2016 met their expectations, and almost half agreed 2017 
would be better than the year before. Yet, the majority 
of respondents defined local and regional markets 
as “not sufficient enough”, and listed higher cost of 
manufacturing as the top, most competitive challenge for 
entering export markets. When asked about the major 
factors impacting their organization’s ability to compete, 
the majority pointed to limited local or regional market 
size. Ending on a rather positive note, the survey found 
that innovation at more than two thirds of respondents 
is “driven by technical partner”, with more than half 
saying there is an adequate level of Intellectual Property 
protection in regional markets.

GCC Convertor Sector Competitiveness Survey

Improving workforce quality and fostering innovation are two 
other key requirements for harnessing sustainable economic 
growth, he concluded. 

International trends in plastic 
packaging and processing
Building upon some of the key points made by Al Zuby, Dr. 
Ulrich Reiners, CEO and founder, Executive Packaging, showed 
the audience that the global situation for plastic conversion is 
still bright. Global plastics production is growing steadily year 
on year, with packaging considered the largest application by 
far, followed by building and construction. Continuous and 
sustainable growth of plastic consumption in emerging markets 
is further supporting a positive market outlook. International 
financial advisors consider the plastic conversion industry as 
highly attractive, with “retail-ready” demand expected to rise 
by 40% through 2017. At 10.2%, the Indian Subcontinent 
is expected to lead annual demand growth through 2017, 
followed by the GCC with second highest growth rate of 7.9%, 
China with 7.8%, Latin America (5.3%), Asia (4.5%), Europe 
(2.9%), and North America (2.7%). 

Packaging will continue to be the main driver for plastic 
demand growth, growing by 4.8% annually through 2017. 

Global market size for flexible packaging has been estimated 
at USD 83 billion, with Asia accounting for the highest regional 
consumption. The top three trends in plastic packaging, 
according to Dr. Reiners, are sustainability, functionality and 
presentation.

Functionality in plastic packaging is a continuous trend that 
incorporates three core elements: “convenience” – ease of 

8th GPCA Plasticon | 11



opening, and “barriers” – protection and preservation. For many 
years now, easy-opening plastic packs have been the focus 
for plastic packaging manufacturers, and will likely remain the 
focus of food producers as well. Plastics play a key role in 
the production of many consumer goods due to their variety, 
supporting individualization, creativity and wide range of size. 
Combining the right polymer with the right application in an 
innovative way is essential to creating products with higher 
margins.

There was great excitement within the plastic processers in the 
audience with the presentation on foamed walled packaging 
by Mark Lindenfelzer, President, Mucell Extrusion. Utilizing 
foam technology in packaging is an equation that justifies the 
investment, Lindenfelzer said. Microcellular foaming for thin 
wall packaging products can deliver superior properties at a 
lower cost when engineered properly. And when combined with 
specific resin formulations, it can add value through the entire 
packaging platform where all parties such as material suppliers, 
converters and brand owners win. 

3D printing
Another technological innovation impacting the plastic industry 
today is 3D printing. Roberto Ribeiro, President, Townsend 
Solutions, discussed 3D printing medium scale production, and 
future growth trends. 3D printing has come a long way since 
the late 1980s, with 3D printers today having the technology 
to print working parts for machines, injection molds, biological 
implants, apparel and even functional buildings. 

3D printing or additive manufacturing is a process that 
makes a physical object from digital manufacturing or design 
software. It uses polymers such as photopolymers, ABS, 
polyamide, PMMA, PVC, HIPS, PC, PP, PET, PVA, PLA and 
others like powder and filament resin. Since 2010, the number 
of 3D printing related patents issued annually started to grow 
significantly after the four basic 3D printing process patents had 
been granted, and skyrocketed with the introduction of patents 
for specialized processes. In 2015, the fastest 3D printing 
technology to date was invented, and as many as 275,000 3-D 

The first 3D building was printed in Dubai which aims to 
become the global capital for 3D printing technologies 
by 2025, and a leading hub for the technology by 2030 
when some 25% of the Emirate’s buildings will be 3D 
printed. In May 2016 Dubai completed the world’s first 
functional 3D printed office building. Measuring some 
2,690 sq. ft., it took only 17 days to build, and cost 
$140,000 for the construction and labor – 50% cheaper 
than traditional methods.

3D printing in the GCC

printers were sold worldwide. By 2020, this is expected to be in 
the millions. 

Today the 3D printing process is capable of producing an 
injection mold prototype in hours instead of days. It is also able 
to create a detailed, accurate, multi-material prototype for the 
automotive, healthcare, dental, and consumer goods sectors. 
If the CAGR of 31.35% from 2010 to 2015 remains steady 
over the next three years, the total global 3D printing market, 
including products, materials, and services, is projected to grow 
from USD 5 billion in 2015 to over USD 20 billion by 2020, 
Ribeiro said.

Following him on stage, Klaus Gargitter, owner of Gargitter 
Advanced Polymers, provided an overview of the 3D printing 
materials. There are different 3D printing technologies and 
materials, according to Gargitter, with all three based on the 
same principle: a digital model is turned into a solid three-
dimensional physical object by adding material layer by layer. 
3D printing can generally be divided into groups based on 
the type of material and process that is used, i.e. liquid/solid, 
plastics, metal, ceramics, waxes, composites and paper. The 
majority of 3D printing processes can produce highly accurate 
parts with smooth surface finishes and are commonly used for 
highly detailed objects at a low cost. Applications range from 
jewelry, art, rapid prototypes, molds, dental, medical, health 
care, and others. 3D printing has also been made possible with 
thermoplastics. Due to the simplicity of the process and the use 
of thermoplastics as printing materials, it is possible to use a 
wide range of materials, such as PLA (polylact acid), ABS, PC, 
PC+ABS alloy, nylon, PP, PET, and others.

Thermoplastic elastomers in 
the GCC
With the production of thermoplastic elastomers making its 
debut in the region in 2016, Abdulnizar Kakkuzhi, Technical 
Marketing Manager-Elastomers, Polymers SBU, SABIC, gave 
an overview of the global demand for elastomers in the tire 
and construction industries, highlighting opportunities for GCC 
converters in the construction sector in the region.
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World rubber production has been growing steadily between 
2006-2015, with total consumption being split between 
synthetic (54%) and natural (46%) rubber. General Purpose 
Rubber (GPR) is used in high volume rubber goods such 
as tires, belts, hoses, footwear, has typically low cost and 
good mechanical properties. Special Purpose Rubber (SPR) 
is used in applications requiring specific properties such as 
high resistance to heat, oil, solvents etc. Key applications of 
elastomers in the GCC include building and construction, 
footwear and sports, tires and automotive. 

The development of a GCC elastomers industry will be 
driven by growth in the automotive sector, which currently 
represents the largest end-market segment accounting for 
70% of elastomer consumption in the region. Infrastructure 
development projects, with mega projects worth USD 2 
billion in the pipeline, as well as environmental concerns and 
sustainability drive, particularly investments in green buildings, 
will further support demand for elastomers. Growth is also 
likely to be driven by higher population, rising urbanization, 
higher GDP per capita, improved standard of living and growing 
number of tourists in the region.

On the back of these trends, total passenger car tire sales 
in the Middle East are expected to grow by 9% to USD 3.6 
billion in 2021, while the overall GCC tire market was estimated 
at around 36 million units in 2015. Saudi Arabia remains the 
largest tire market with around 60% share followed by the UAE. 
In 2016, the KSA tire market was anticipated to reach USD 2.1 
million in revenue, while the UAE is forecast to see a 5% CAGR 
through 2021. Of this, the four-wheel and luxury segment 
remains strong and is likely to grow steadily at 10%. However, 
for global tire producers to come to the GCC, governments 
and industry will need to work together and provide the right 
business incentives, Kakkuzhi concluded. 

Driving the future of 
transportation
The transportation sector is another promising segment for 
the polymer processing industry in the GCC. Ramzi Qannati, 

Regional Commercial Manager - EMEA Dow Elastomers, 
Electrical and Telecommunications, Dow Chemical, gave 
an overview of the global demand for elastomers in the 
transportation industries, highlighting opportunities for GCC 
converters with the newly announced Toyota automotive MOU 
and Korean Auto Cluster project in Saudi Arabia. Growing 
demand for high performance materials to drive weight 
reductions in cars is expected to be the main driver behind TPE 
demand growth, said Qannati. Another important driver will be 
the substitution of PVC with TPEs, as required by regulations 
intended to see the use of more eco-friendly materials in cars 
as well as the construction sector. 

POEs produced in the GCC are one of the fastest growing 
products of the TPE family, with demand rising rapidly, at 
13.4% a year between 2011 and 2016. Half of the total TPO 
demand will come from the automotive industry, predicted to 
grow by 6% a year between now and 2022 as the population 
increases rapidly and benefits from high disposable incomes 
combined with access to vehicle financing and low petrol prices 
compared with other regions. In addition, continual investment 
in public transport infrastructure will further boost demand for 
heavy trucks and commercial vehicles. In Saudi Arabia, the 
National Industrial Clusters Development Program (NICDP) has 
established an automotive cluster to produce cars and spare 
parts locally, with the project already having a positive impact 
on the local automotive industry.

Plastics in the GCC 
construction industry
With 1.2 million tons of polymer consumed in 2016, the GCC 
construction industry is the second largest end user segment 
in the region, and currently accounts for 26% of regional 
consumption, according to GPCA’s GCC Plastic Industry 
Indicators 2016 report. The main polymers used by the 
construction sector are PVS, EPS and PU across a number 
of key applications including insulation, piping, windows and 
doors. Additionally, the construction sector generates significant 
demand for synthetic rubber in many end use applications such 
as paving and roads, adhesives and sealants.
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Along with solar power, automotive, packaging and 
agriculture, construction is one of the key industries globally 
that will continue to require innovative plastic solutions to 
meet challenges related to resource efficiency, sustainability, 
functionality and cost, and this is where plastic innovations 
can play a key role. Enrico Balugani, Technical Manager, 
QPPC, presented about his company’s project for enhanced 
wood-plastic composite for the GCC construction industry. 
With its unique technical specs such as longer life against 
severe weather conditions, higher resistance to salt corrosion, 
fungicides and molds, lower water absorption, aesthetical 
appeal similar to the typical outdoor wood decking, freedom 
in choice of color due to thermoplastic base material, and 
other, enhanced WPC is ideal for the GCC construction 
industry. Common applications include outdoor decking such 
as swimming pool areas, marinas/ports, jetties, public areas, 
playgrounds and showrooms.

Organic photovoltaics, also known as flexible plastic solar cells, 
offer the GCC a vast opportunity in the construction industry 
for solar power, according to Dr. Raed Bkayrat, VP Business 
Development – Middle East First Solar. A typical organic solar 
cell consists of two semiconducting layers made of plastic 
polymers and other flexible materials. The cell generates 
electricity by absorbing particles of light, or photons. Intrinsic 
advantages of the organic photovoltaics include ultra-low 
manufacturing cost, lightweight, flexibility, and the ability to be 
inverted as well as integrated into roofs, facades, windows 
and cars. Solar projects in the GCC have pushed the cost 

Hisham Alfouzan, Lead Engineer, SABIC, presented 
about SABIC’s Home of InnovationTM program and the 
support to the GCC plastics industry processers that 
the center offers. Boasting a total of 45 industry leaders 
from 11 countries with USD 1 trillion+ combined sales, 
the program aims to inspire the petrochemical and other 
industries in the region by facilitating collaboration, 
connecting industry-leading companies to the GCC and 
showcasing some of the many innovations that could be 
manufactured locally. The idea is to attract new business 
to the region, as well as identify and develop new market 
opportunities and solutions. 

SABIC Home of Innovation

effectiveness of solar energy into global ground-breaking levels 
– for example ADWEA has reached a cost of 2.42 US cents / 
kWh! In the GCC there is 2GW already in production across the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, with a further 2GW tendered for 
2017.

On Day 2 of the event, David Lines, Principal, Nexant, provided 
an overview of the petrochemical and polymer market, and 
outlined the impact of a changing global landscape within the 

petrochemical industry. Demand growth for polyolefins has 
varied over time, yet the trend remains linked to GDP, with 
consumption largely driven by economic growth. Low oil prices, 
uncertainty about China and other economic factors have 
reduced short-term global GDP forecasts by almost 0.5%. 
Nonetheless, China is forecast to account for 65% of Asia’s 
incremental demand over the next five years. The success 
of Chinese consumption-led economic model will be key to 
attracting growth in global polyolefin markets. Nevertheless, it is 
worth noting that per capita demand and lower labor costs favor 
growth in places such as Vietnam over China.

Petrochemical demand fundamentals are expected to remain 
strong. Global PP demand was 60 million tons in 2015, up over 
4% on 2014. Demand for PE (LD, LL and HD) totaled 87 million 
tons in 2015, up more than 3%. Most new US and Middle 
Eastern plants are targeting value-added grades, while Chinese 
capacity developments include both specialty and commodity 
grades. Existing Middle Eastern operators face tough challenges 
through 2020, selling commodity products into an increasingly 
oversupplied market with less competitive advantage. 
Converters unable to utilize higher performance polymers may 
also come under pressure.

For GCC polyolefin producers, these changes are driving 
development of local GCC plastic processing industries. Adding 
to that are producers’ social responsibility to create jobs for 
GCC nationals; efforts to diversify the industry away from 
dependence on oil; and business sense to create a greater local 

market, as traditional international markets become harder to 
access with changing economics and increased competition.

Export opportunities for GCC 
plastic converters
New markets in Africa offer significant growth opportunities 
among GCC plastic producers and converters, as Mirza 
Kadic, Business Development Director, Chemorbis, presented 
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The major African markets accounting for the majority of 
polymer demand can be categorized as follows – North 
Africa: Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, Libya and Tunisia; East 
Africa: Kenya and Tanzania and West Africa: Nigeria and 
South Africa represented by the South African Republic. 
Egypt is one of the key polymer producers in Africa, with 
large and relatively advanced market, logistically well 
connected, and sizable domestic production. The country 
is capable of producing a combined 1 million tons of PE 
and PP, which is going to increase as new capacity from 
expansions comes on stream. This will support export, 
with Turkey set to remain a key PP buyer. PE exports in 
moderate amounts (HDPE) will be destined mainly for the 
Mediterranean market. 

As the largest market in Africa with significant production 
base, South Africa is more transparent than most countries, 
and offers significant opportunities for those investors 
willing to bear some risk. Market activity, however, is being 
hampered by political instability and currency devaluation. 

Key export markets

to the audience. Africa has strong growth based on positive 
demographics – 65% of Africans are under the age of 35, 
with population expected to double by 2050. However, further 
upside is curtailed by high risks, such as political instability, 
security, corruption and volatile FDI. Business start-ups in 
Sub-Sahara take 27 days vs. nine days in the OECD countries. 
Nonetheless, ongoing infrastructure development in sectors 
such as agriculture, healthcare and environment technologies 
offers significant potential for the creation of favorable business 
conditions.

Africa’s polyolefin trade balance indicates potential for import 
growth. Better margins can be achieved with specialties and 
lower volumes, as competition for commodity grades remains 
significant. The majority of importers prefer local supply due to 
hard currency shortage and credit tightness. The largest polymer 
market on the continent is the market for PE with approximately 
4 million tons demand and only 1.2 million tons production, 
whereas PP has approximately 2 million tons demand and 1 
million tons production. 

In Nigeria, a shortage of foreign currency poses 
significant import payments risks, while growing banking 
issues are stifling opportunities to invest. Kenya has 
better prospects with anti-corruption fight and improving 
infrastructure facilities (roads, railways, etc.). Cash flow 
issues related to hard currency shortage and exchange 
rate instability will nonetheless hamper payments. 
Morocco is seeing good performance of new industries 
such as car parts, electronics, etc. Comprehensive 
economy reform efforts will aim to boost GDP to nearly 
4%, with moderate inflation.

While each African country has its specifics, some general 
conclusions can be applied. Low consumption of polymer per 
capita indicates strong growth potential in almost all segments, 
with demographics playing additional facilitator role as young 
population tends to spend more. With shortage of local supply 
and growing demand for plastics, Africa will continue to rely on 
imports to meet most of its polymer needs. The GCC region will 
remain a main import origin, and is expected to maintain and 
expand its dominance.

Tilman Ehret, CEO, Astra Polymers, discussed the rapidly 
growing Indian plastics markets and shared his experience 

setting up a new manufacturing site in the country. Some of 
the key indicators for the Indian market include a CAGR of 
15-16 % in the last three years for both consumption and 
production; growth is expected to slow to 12-13 % in 2017, but 
new opportunities in the automotive, agriculture and packaging 
sectors will support future expansions. Consumption of plastics 
in India in 2020 is projected to reach 20 million tons per year, 
up from 12 million tons currently. Export revenue will meanwhile 
double from USD 7.9 billion currently to about USD 15 billion 
in the next five years. PP accounts for the majority of domestic 
demand, at 30%, followed by PVC (20%), HDPE (18%), LLDPE 
(12%), PET (8%), ENG. PL. and LDPE at 4% each, and EPS and 
PS at 2% each. Of this, the top processing sectors – injection 
molding and extrusion – account for 60% and 30% of demand, 
with the remaining split by blow molding (8%) and others (2%).

According to Ehret and his experience from the Indian market, 
stable economy with strong fundamentals and extraordinary 
growth are among the key drivers for investing in the country. 
Other beneficial factors include large potential in both domestic 

consumption and exports, stable political system allowing 
long term planning, rapidly growing middle class hungry for 
consumer goods and huge skilled and educated manpower 
base. Investors could also benefit from favorable government 
policies encouraging foreign investment, strong and reliable 
banking and financial sectors, and low cost supply of color 
pigments. Having said this, India comes with high risk for non-
Indian companies as return expectations are medium in a highly 
competitive environment. Companies from the GCC with strong 
financial base and risk awareness, therefore, have an excellent 
opportunity in this rapidly growing market. 

8th GPCA Plasticon | 15



Sustainability within the GCC 
plastic industry
Following a period of substitution fueled growth, plastics 
consumption now grows in line with GDP and also as result of 
broad application portfolio. Theo Jan Simons, Partner, McKinsey 
& Company, presented on the sustainable future of plastics in 
the GCC, and the steps required to better utilize plastic waste 
as part of the circular economy. According to Simons, two 
potentially complementary approaches to plastic waste can be 
adopted; one being to reduce the waste stream and the second 
– to provide alternatives with lower environmental footprint. 
Multiple options are available and a portfolio approach is likely 
required to achieve the desirable effect. 

Throughout Europe and the developed world recycled plastics 
volumes are still limited by insufficient waste supply and 
recycling inefficiencies. In the GCC, an effective response 
will require collaboration between key stakeholders, such 
as government, local authorities, industry and the public. 
Providing access to waste and waste management supply chain 
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Special media roundtable was organized on Day 2 to 
discuss the results of a recent survey commissioned by 
GPCA and aimed at gauging the GCC public’s perception 
of plastic. The survey, which was commissioned for the 
second time since 2009 and polled more than 4,000 
residents from all six GCC states, identified a greater 
need for bridging the gap between education and human 
behavior towards plastic waste management. Discussing 
the results with journalists from leading Arabic and English 

Plastic Perception Survey – Media Roundtable

publications were Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Sadoun, Secretary 
General, GPCA, and Craig Halgreen, VP - Corporate 
Sustainability, Borouge. It was evident from both the 
survey’s findings and the roundtable discussion that 
more collaboration and leadership from government and 
industry will be needed to close the education gap, as 
well as influence the adoption and implementation of the 
most effective regulations and standards. 

Prior to the media roundtable, Mr. Halgreen presented 
the survey’s findings before delegates, highlighting the 
role of plastics in the creation of a Circular Economy. 
Government-industry collaboration will be crucial to 
addressing key issues, while building a recycling industry 
and sustainable waste collection systems would also 
play a crucial part. As a key stakeholder, the polymer 
industry in the GCC will need to promote awareness and 
sustainable behavior toward plastics, while highlighting 
the benefits of value-added solutions and their 
contribution to a more comfortable and efficient lifestyle. 

capabilities, as well as application development know-how 
will be crucial for the development of an integrated approach. 
The contribution of polymer producers would be in the area of 
strong application development and customer access as well as 
capability to build world-scale plants.

Bee’ah is one of the region’s leading examples of how with 
government, community and industry participation, plastics 

recycling can not only be good for the environment but also 
be profitable. Daker El Rabaya, MD - Waste Recovery and 
Processing, Bee’ah, showcased in his presentation the 
advances made in the UEA, and in particular Sharjah, in relation 
to sustainable waste management and recycling. These efforts 
are only set to continue in the future, with the emirate of Sharjah 
targeting to either recycle or turn to energy 100% of all waste by 
2020. 

As highlighted by Dr. Reiners during his presentation on Day 
1, sustainability is one of the key trends and drivers in plastic 
packaging globally. In general, plastics have high eco efficiency 
but more can be done to improve awareness among the 
public. Normally, consumers feel better if they see evident 
“eco data”, and though life cycle analyses are helpful, they can 
be too detailed and do not always garner consumer interest. 
Weight reduction is another important aspect of making plastic 
packaging more sustainable. In Europe, for instance, more 
than 50% of all goods are packaged in plastics, but plastics 
only account for 17% of the weight. Plastics, therefore, can be 
a key contributor to achieving greater resource efficiency. The 
challenge remains to convey this important message to the end-

user or consumer. As recycling becomes a key focus across the 
world, plastic packaging will need to incorporate this growing 
requirement. Recycled plastics can generate high economic 
value and contribute to business and job creation. The global 
recycled plastic market is expected to grow at 4.3% per year 
by 2020, reaching 5.5 million tons. As a result, investments in 
recycling units will remain stable.
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The 8th GPCA PlastiCon was held in Jumeriah at Etihad Towers, 
Abu Dhabi on 9-10 April. Alongside the main conference, an 
array of networking opportunities such as the exhibition, the 
awards gala dinner, and networking breaks, offer the ideal 
settings to showcase your capabilities, increase your brand 
exposure, and meet with new and prospective clients.

 

Each year the conference attracts huge number of c-level 
executives and senior decision makers from polymer markets in 
the GCC and the globe, making it a key platform for investment 
and doing business in the Middle East.

Networking opportunities
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The 7th edition of the GPCA Plastics Excellence Awards, 
sponsored by SABIC, took place on April 9, 2017, in Jumeirah 
at Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi, on the sidelines of the 8th GPCA 
PlastiCon. Sabic in partnership with Hira Industries, KSA won 
in the ‘Joint Development/Improvement of a New Product or 
Application – Resin Producer & Plastic Converter’ category for 
their improved use of SABIC’s new LDPE dedicated foam grade 
in Aerofoam (pipe/tube insulation), while Ingenia Polymers 
Company, also from KSA, took home the award for ‘Innovative 
and New Plastic Products and Processes’ for its pastillated 
additive preblends for improved additivation.

Borouge, UAE was recognized for ‘Best Sustainability Initiatives 
in the Plastic Conversion Industry’ for its full PE laminate for 
100% recyclability. In the individual awards categories, Janne 
Lampela from Borouge Pte. bagged the award for ‘Best 
Researcher in Plastics and Plastic Conversion’ for his research 
on RG568MO – absolute clarity, made possible by New Borstar 
Random Technology, with Israa Al-Rowaihi from King Abdullah 
University of Science and Technology (KAUST) winning the 
coveted ‘Fikra-Rising Stars of the Plastics Industry-Students 
Award’ for her work on production of bioplastics from CO2 
using renewable energy resources (an artificial photosynthesis 
approach). 

GPCA Plastic 
Excellence Awards 
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“PlastiCon serves as a rock for GCC plastic 
converters in the waves of turbulent times. 
In addition, the GPCA Plastic Excellence 
Awards show the high level of inspiration, idea 
generation and scientific background for plastic 
processing in the region. For the audience 
both are always a source of information 
and inspiration combined with an excellent 
opportunity to network with industry experts.”

Ulrich Reiners, MD, Executive Packaging

The awards series received as many as 230 entries from 
both commercial and private sectors including organizations, 
students, suppliers and OEM manufacturers since inception 

in 2011. For the entire list of this year’s winners and 
shortlist, please visit www.gpcaplastics.com/about-awards/
winners-2017.
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GPCA released three new publications during PlastiCon entitled 
‘GCC Plastics Industry Indicators’, looking at regional markets 
and trends; ‘Eco-Profile of Polyolefins in the GCC’ targeting 

HDPE and PP producers; and ‘Thermoplastic Elastomers 
Industry in the GCC’ focusing on the new opportunities created 
by this vibrant sector, also published in Arabic.

The summit’s mobile app offers a reliable and instant way to stay up to date with any event 
updates, the summit program and speakers and engage across all social media channels. 

New publications 
released 

Download GPCA 
events app
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Some of the key event highlights were captured in a selection 
of videos, with conference delegates, speakers and award 
winners sharing their impression from the 8th GPCA PlastiCon.

A key feature of the event was the 7th Plastic Excellence 
Awards which gave participants an opportunity to showcase 
their achievements in innovation, sustainability, product 
development and research.

GPCA PlastiCon 2017 
curtain raiser
To set the stage for the conference, the event’s 
curtain raiser video outlined the GCC industry’s 
milestones and achievements, as well as the 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for 
regional plastic converters.

Æ www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMcdj9YEuho

Conference highlights
The quality of presentations, networking 
opportunities, and excellent selection of both 
regional and global speakers were highlighted as 
some of the main reasons for attending the event.

Æ www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJ3nWgtN45Q

Conference video 
highlights
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PlastiCon continues to see growing social media interaction, 
with speakers, delegates and exhibitors actively engaging 
across all main online platforms before, during and after the 
event. The conference resulted in 80 new followers and page 
likes across Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, growing GPCA’s 

overall social media following to a combined 18,000 at the 
time. The GPCA Plastic Excellence Awards were among the 
most popular topics on social media networks, alongside 
presentations and keynote sessions from the main conference 
program.

PlastiCon on social media 

2017

Page likes 2,557

New likes during the conference 23

Posts 18

2017

Followers 2,539

New followers gained during the conference 22

GPCA #GPCAPlasticon tweets 58

Retweets by GPCA 14

GPCA tweets retweeted 83

Favorites 94

Mention + other tweets 50

2017

Total followers 12,910

New followers gained during the conference 41

Updates 17

½  FACEBOOK

¾  TWITTER

Ã  LINKEDIN
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The conference in the news
Publication Gulf Times
Description Print
Circulation 40,000
Ad Value $1,850

Date 03/04/2017

Publication Al Khaleej

Description Print
Circulation 147,400

Ad Value $4,631
Date 10/04/2017

Publication Al Khaleej

Description Print
Circulation 147,400

Ad Value $2,632
Date 12/04/2017

Publication Business Pulse
Description Online
Circulation 5,000
Ad Value $3,250

Date 03/04/2017
Link

Publication Al Ittihad
Description Print
Circulation 109,640
Ad Value $1,820

Date 09/04/2017

Publication Qatar Tribune

Description Online

Circulation 711,247

Ad Value $3,250

Date 03/04/2017
Link

Publication QNA

Description Online
Circulation

Ad Value $3,250
Date 04/04/2017

Link

Publication Al Bayan

Description Print

Circulation 88,800

Ad Value $5,118

Date 10/04/2017

Publication Al Bayan
Description Print
Circulation 88,800
Ad Value 5,232

Date 11/04/2017

Publication Sky News Arabia
Description Broadcast
Circulation N/A

Ad Value $4,366
Date 10/04/2017

Link
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Sponsors and exhibition

SABIC
Awards and Gala Dinner

Borouge
Delegate briefcase

EQUATE
Combined – Day One and 
Two Networking Breaks  

QAPCO
Lanyard  

Sipchem
Registration/Online 

Networking

S-Chem
Stationery  

Interplast / Cosmoplast
Day two luncheon  

Union Pipes Industry 
LLC (UPI)

Business Center

Nexant
Exhibitor and content 

partner

Rabigh Plustech Park
Exhibitor
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GPCA PlastiCon is the GCC’s main platform to explore key 
international industry trends with a focus on where sustainable 
growth can be created within the GCC polymer value chain. 
Each year, CEOs from some of the region’s largest companies 

set the tone for discussion followed by industry experts who 
present their ideas about sustainability, innovation, and value 
creation within the sector.

Why attend?

BENEFIT 
from the region’s leading 
platform for plastic converters 
in the GCC and beyond

ENHANCE
your industry knowledge through 
compelling presentations, seminars 
and discussions

LEARN
about the latest innovations in 
plastic conversion from world-
class speakers

GROW
Your brand’s exposure by 
showcasing your capabilities at the 
conference exhibition

NETWORK
with industry leaders, 
government officials, technical 
experts and prospective 
business partners 

BE 
RECOGNIZED 
for your achievements at the GPCA 
Plastic Excellence Awards

“The conference is a huge opportunity for a big 
group of people to mingle and talk to each other 
about the problems and bottlenecks that are 
arising from the operations in the plastic converters 
business. Everyone who attends should take 
advantage.”

Roberto Ribeiro, President, Townsend Solutions
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The Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) represents the downstream hydrocarbon 
industry in the Arabian Gulf. Established in 2006, the association voices the common interests of more 
than 250 member companies from the chemical and allied industries, accounting for over 95% of chemical 
output in the Gulf region. The industry makes up the second largest manufacturing sector in the region, 
producing over US$ 108 billion worth of products a year.

The association supports the region’s petrochemical and chemical industry through advocacy, networking 
and thought leadership initiatives that help member companies to connect, to share and advance 
knowledge, to contribute to international dialogue, and to become prime influencers in shaping the future of 
the global petrochemicals industry.

Committed to providing a regional platform for stakeholders from across the industry, the GPCA manages 
six working committees - Plastics, Supply Chain, Fertilizers, International Trade, Research and Innovation, 
and Responsible Care - and organizes five world-class events each year. The association also publishes an 
annual report, regular newsletters and reports.

For more information, please visit www.gpca.org.ae

Gulf Petrochemicals & Chemicals Association (GPCA) 
PO Box 123055 
1601, 1602
Vision Tower, Business Bay
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
T +971 4 451 0666
F +971 4 451 0777
Email: info@gpca.org.ae


